September 4, 2022
9:30 AM
Communion Worship Service
13th Sunday after Pentecost

CEDAR CHURCH
A Union Church since 1855

3419 Broadway
Allentown, PA 18104
610-395-6332
Email: cedarchurch@ptd.net
www.cedarunionchurch.com

Our Mission
Cedar Church extends a hand of welcome to all of God’s children
seeking a place of worship among persons dedicated
to the love of Christ and his teachings.

*Please rise in body or spirit.
Before The Service
A selection of traditional & contemporary sacred music arrangements
played on the piano

Prelude When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

-arr. Harold DeCou

Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory

all verses

*Call to Worship
P: The church is made up of all kinds of people:
short and tall, young and old and in between,
skin of every tone on Earth,
and colourful languages to match.
C: Together we celebrate!
P: All are welcome by the Spirit of Jesus Christ:
when we doubt and when we hold firm to beliefs,
when we feel like being outgoing extroverts or quiet
contemplatives, the rainbow expressions of faith are all
gathered in.
C: Together we celebrate!
P: Each one of us has an important part to play:
a story to tell, a voice for singing,
an insight to share, a talent to offer.
C: Together we celebrate!
*Introduction
LA: Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be
helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer
of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the
company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and
recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be
strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God
as our own.
*Opening Prayer
LA: Let us pray:
C: Creator Spirit, you know and love everything about us.
You are aware of the waves of feelings and the sparks of
thought throughout our days. You are mindful of our
movements and actions – our work and our play, our leisure
and our sleeping. We are held by you through the palm of
creation. May we be attentive to your holding now and bask
in your affirmation; We will praise you for truly we are
wonderfully made. Amen.

*Invitation to Confession
P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this
world as Jesus does.
*Unison Prayer of Confession
P: Like young birds taking flight from their maternal nest,
you desire our freedom. Yet we often restrict ourselves and others
diminishing life in so many ways. In the church, we fence in our
faith experiences with rigid rules, doctrines, and ideas of what is
acceptable.
C: Free our hearts as we pray.
P: As individuals we bind ourselves to “shoulds,” “woulds,” and
“oughts” imposed on us by external voices often from ages past.
C: Free our hearts as we pray.
P: We also enslave one another by using others for our gain
and silencing voices of dissent.
C: Free our hearts as we pray.
Silence is kept for reflection.
*Kyrie
P: Lord have mercy upon us.
C: Lord have mercy upon us.
P: Christ have mercy upon us.
C: Christ have mercy upon us.
P: Lord have mercy upon us.
C: Lord have mercy upon us.
*Assurance of Pardon
P: With liberated hearts we affirm once again: our freedom is your
desire. You forgive liberally and love generously in order to free
our hearts. May we do likewise for ourselves and others.
C: let us praise our God!

*Canticle of Praise

(Please be seated)

Scriptures (Scripture Verses are NSRV unless otherwise stated)
The Reading of Jeremiah 18:1-11
God teaches Jeremiah a lesson at a
potter’s shop. Just as a potter may
destroy an unacceptable vessel, starting
over to refashion it into one of value, so
God molds and fashions the nations,
including Israel.

1The

word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2“Come, go down
to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” 3So I
went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his
wheel. 4The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s
hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to
him.
5Then

the word of the LORD came to me: 6Can I not do with you,
O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just
like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of
Israel. 7At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a
kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8but if
that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I
will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on
it. 9And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a
kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10but if it does evil in my
sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about
the good that I had intended to do to it. 11Now, therefore, say to the
people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says
the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising
a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and
amend your ways and your doings.
The Psalm Reading Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1LORD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me.
2You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my
thoughts from afar.
3You trace my journeys and my resting places and are acquainted
with all my ways.
4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know
it altogether.
5You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon
me.
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I
cannot attain to it.
13For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in
my mother’s womb.
14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works
are wonderful, and I know it well.

15My

body was not hid- den from you, while I was being made in
secret and woven in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of
them were written in your book; my days were fashioned
before they came to be.
17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of
them!
18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than
the sand; to count them all, my life span would need to be
like yours.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Lesson from Luke 14:25-33
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who
follow him should know from the outset that completing the course of
discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.
*Gospel Acclamation

P: Listen to the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Christ.

25Now

large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and
said to them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross
and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending
to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to
see whether he has enough to complete it?
29Otherwise,

when he has laid a foundation and is not able to
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow
began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out
to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one
who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then,
while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for
the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
P: This is the good news.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
Prayer of the Day
P: Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help,
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may
glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Sermon
“A vessel is formed from a lump of clay with care, however,
it is the empty space within the vessel that makes it useful”.
Laozi

Hymn of the Day When I Survey the Wondrous Cross all verses

*The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Please be seated)
Prayers of Intercession
P: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread,
so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s good creation.
(Silence is kept)
LA: We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of
the gospel. Refresh the hearts of your people, deepen our
understanding of every good thing we share, and strengthen
our partnerships in the faith. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
LA: For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees
and forests, for all that will yield fruit this season, and for
streams and other bodies of water. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

LA: For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of
our towns, states, and country, and for international
organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up
citizens who make decisions in the best interest of their
neighbors. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle
with homelessness or food insecurity, for those whose family
life is difficult, and for all in this community who need your care
especially... God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued,
and ended in you—that they glorify your holy name. Bless your
people with the strength to live into their many vocations for the
sake of the world. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors. Give
us faith, like them, to love you with all our hearts, and by your
mercy, bring us to everlasting life. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
Offertory Invitation
P: All that we are is gathered into the heart of Christ – nothing and no
one is excluded. Through this unconditional love the brilliance of
Christ’s community shines out. We are loved. We are welcomed. We
will be Christ together extending welcoming love to the world.
C: Amen.

Offertory Music: Hamburg

-David Cherwien

*Doxology (Sung)
C: Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below:
Praise him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
P: Let us pray.
C: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our
needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us
ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets
a table for all.
Service of Holy Communion
*The Invitation
LA: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
*The Eucharistic Prayer
LA: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you!
LA: Lift up your hearts!
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
LA: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
LA: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Seraphic Hymn (Sung)
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and Earth are full,
are full of the majesty of thy glory,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
P: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath.
C: We praise you, O God.
P: Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
C: We bless you, O God.
P: We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
C: We thank you, O God.
P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.
Hear us as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us…
*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

*Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine
P: Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ.
Through the cup of blessing we participate in the new life
Christ gives.

*Lamb of God

(Please be seated)
Call to Communion
P: The gifts of God for the people of God! Come for all things are ready!
As we prepare ourselves to receive the Holy Sacrament,
we remember that we are part of a living body of Christ in the
whole world. We each come to the table with different needs
and come in different ways. The bread represents our
brokenness so I ask you to partake when you are ready.
P: When you eat of this bread remember it is the body of
Christ, broken for you. Let the people say, “Amen.”
C: Amen.
P: As we partake of the cup of blessing, we acknowledge
our unity in Christ Jesus so please hold your cup and we
will partake as one.
Drink this, for it is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
Let the people say, “Amen.”
C: Amen.

* Sending Hymn: Song of Simeon

We carry the light of Christ into the world.
*Post Communion Blessing
P: May the body and blood of Jesus the Christ strengthen and preserve
you each one unto everlasting life.
C: Amen.
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
LA: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you
have united us with Jesus, our brother and Savior, making us one
with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
* Blessing
P: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you
with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide
you always in faith, hope, and love.
C: Amen.

*Sung Benediction
C: God be with you till we meet again.
By his counsels’ guide uphold you,
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you,
God be with you till we meet again.
*Dismissal:
LA: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude: In The Cross of Christ

-Seth Bingham

The Ministers: All the People
Pastor: Rev. Candi Cain-Borgman (cell: 610-762-9391)
Music Director: David Beck
Sexton: Don Hinderliter
Church Secretary: Jenny Simmons (Office Hrs. Tue-Wed-Thu 8am-4pm)
Videographer & Claxton: Phil Horlacher
Worship Lay Assistant: Cindy Borger
Altar Guild: Debbie Wheeland
Usher: Janine Barnaby

ALTAR FLOWERS:
Given by Evelyn Lichtenwalner in loving memory of her husband, Wilbur
Lichtenwalner.
Given by Evelyn Lichtenwalner in memory of departed loved ones.
Special Arrangement:
Given by Betty Derhammer in honor of the five Derhammer brothers who served in
the armed forces.
BULLETIN:
Given by Dale and Nancy Clauser in memory of departed loved ones.
Given by Ken & Carol Haines in memory of William Knight.
DEVOTIONALS:
Given by The Estate of Madlyn Haines in memory of departed loved ones.
YOUTH BULLETIN:
Given by Dave & Melissa Cope to the glory of God.

September 10th 8am -2pm
Church Flea Market
DONATIONS FOR CHURCH FLEA
MARKET NEEDED
Bring donation to be sold at sale to
church 9/8 and 9/9.
Please make sure item works, is clean
and priced.

Volunteers Needed
Friday September 9th 6pm
and Saturday September 10th
To Setup 7am, During Sale 8am- 2pm
and Break Down 2pm-4pm.
If you Speak Spanish or you have a
friend who speaks Spanish to help
during sale would be very helpful

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
Please call the Church Office to Add or Remove a name from prayer list.
Joan Carter, David Juchnik, Dale Erdman, Ron Zorn, Ed Weil, Sue Phillips, Rod,
Kathleen, Marian Bastian, Jean Robertson , Christine Wagner, Amanda Brode,
Richard Jones, Dick Schelly, Megan, Emma, Terry Mace, Nancy Clauser, Dawn
Fenstermacher, Kim Bastian, Ed & Beverly Baumann, Linda Ellis, Scott, Debbie,
Shirley McNabb, Michele, Mary M., Amy Beck, Pauline Gaal, Jennifer, Al & Joan Plarr,
Dale Erdman, Haisley Grim, Ken Ruth, Betty Moyer, Gene & Joan, Tim Miller, Brylee,
Howard & Nancy, Nevin Weaver, Cassie Mace, Darlene Ochs, Cindy Fenstermacher,
Barbara Klein, Lorraine Weida, Anna Mae Derhammer, Julie Wheeland, Brooke Weber,
Mabel Heckler, Ardella Ehrhardt, Martha Gery, Members of our Recovery Groups,
The Mkilas Family, and the Safrit Family
If you’re in the Hospital please let them know your Church Code
203 ELCA or 404 UCC
or you can call the Church Office or Pastor Candi to let us know.

9:10am 9/11 Prayer and Moment of Silence
@ Cemetery Memorial

Need Donations by
September 11th

Collecting Food items for Harvest Home
You are welcome to share some of your garden harvest, boxed
and bagged store bought goods.
Items will be dedicated On September 18th
If you would like to help decorate for Harvest Home
we will be meeting at church 10:30am on September 17th

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cedar Monday Night Book Club
Mon Sep 26, 2022
7pm @ RM 100
Everyone should bring the best book you read over the summer.
Cedar Morning Book Club
Wed Sep 28, 2022
10:30am @ Social Hall
Discussing the book read over summer
The Shellseekers by Rosamunde Pilcher
Talk to Pastor Candi for more details

CHURCH CALENDAR
Tue Sep 6, 2022

7pm Worship and Music @ 100

Wed Sep 7, 2022

7pm Choir Practice @ Sanctuary

Thu Sep 8, 2022

7pm Endowment Mtg @ RM 101

Sat Sep 10, 2022

Church Flea Market Sale

Sun Sep 11, 2022

9:10am 9/11 Prayer and Moment of Silence @
Cemetery Memorial
9:30am Worship Service @ Sanctuary
Grandparents Day – Bring your Grandchildren
Dedicate Donated School Supplies

Tue Sep 13, 2022

7pm Consistory Mtg @ 006
7pm Council Mtg @ 100
8pm CAB Mtg @ Social Hall

Wed Sep 14, 2022

7pm Choir Practice @ Sanctuary

Thu Sep 15, 2022

6:30pm PPRC @ RM 103

Sat Sep 17, 2022

10:30am Decorate for Harvest Home

Sun Sep 18, 2022

9:30am Worship Service @ Sanctuary
Dedicate items collected for Harvest Home
Last day to order Ham & Cheese Sandwiches $3.50ea

Tue Sep 20, 2022

7pm Property Committee @ 100

Wed Sep 21, 2022

7pm Choir Practice @ Sanctuary

Sun Sep 25, 2022

9:30am Worship Service @ Sanctuary
Pick-up Ham & Cheese Sandwiches

Mon Sep 26, 2022

7pm Cedar Monday Night Book Club @ 100

Wed Sep 28, 2022

10:30am Cedar Morning Book Club @ Social Hall

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Joan Carter, David Juchnik , Dale Erdman,
Ron Zorn, Ed Weil, Sue Phillips, Rob, Kathleen,
Marian Bastian, Jean Robertson,
Christine Wagner, Amanda Brode, Richard Jones,
Dick Schelly, Megan, Emma, Terry Mace,
Nancy Clauser, Dawn Fenstermacher,
Kim Bastian, Ed & Beverly Baumann, Linda Ellis,
Scott, Debbie, Shirley McNabb, Michele, Mary M.,
Amy Beck, Pauline Gaal, Jennifer, Al & Joan
Plarr, Dale Erdman, Haisley Grim, Ken Ruth,
Betty Moyer, Gene & Joan, Tim Miller, Brylee,
Howard & Nancy, Nevin Weaver, Cassie Mace,
Darlene Ochs, Cindy Fenstermacher,
Barbara Klein, Lorraine Weida,
Anna Mae Derhammer, Julie Wheeland,
Brooke Weber, Mabel Heckler, Ardella Ehrhardt,
Martha Gery, Members of our Recovery Groups,
The Mkilas Family and the Safrit Family

