September 11th 9:30 AM
Worship Service
14th Sunday after Pentecost

CEDAR CHURCH
A Union Church since 1855

3419 Broadway
Allentown, PA 18104
610-395-6332
Email: cedarchurch@ptd.net
www.cedarunionchurch.com
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Before The Service

Our Mission
Cedar Church extends a hand of welcome to all of God’s children
seeking a place of worship among persons dedicated
to the love of Christ and his teachings.
A selection of traditional & contemporary sacred music arrangements played on the piano.

Prelude Siciliana.

George Frideric Handel

Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise all verses

*Call to Worship
P: When we find ourselves surrounded by supportive relationships or
when we feel lost and alone, unsure of the way forward:
C: love is never far away.
P: When our faith is rock solid and we are filled with wisdom, or
when we are mired in doubt and we just don’t know:
C: love is never far away.
P: All that we are – every circumstance and feeling – is welcomed by
the Spirit into the heart of worship:
C: love is never far away.
*Introduction
LA: The grumbling of the religious
leaders in today’s gospel is actually our
holy hope: This Jesus welcomes
sinners and eats with them. That our
God seeks and saves the lost is not
only a holy hope, it is our only hope.
As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us,
“The saying is sure and worthy of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners.” Thanks
be to God.

*Opening Prayer
LA: Let us pray:
C: We welcome you, Spirit of Mercy, into the space we have
prepared in this room and in our hearts. Dwell in and with
us, dab mercy on us, renew us for life. Amen.
*Invitation to Confession
P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this
world as Jesus does.

*Unison Prayer of Confession
C: You who form all things in and for Love’s sake, we confess
that at times we lose sight of your given goodness. Blinded
by ignorance, we stubbornly insist on our own way; only to
bring harm to ourselves and others. But then a bolt of
lightning hits and we see something new – we see as if for
the first time. Things weren’t as we once imagined and we
are suddenly in need of redirection. So, startle us with the
brilliance of wisdom. Unsettle our certainties. Open us to
enlightenment and realign our hearts in keeping with your
own. Most of all, may we be humbled by a deep awareness of
your merciful presence within us, saving us and
transforming us for life.

Silence is kept for reflection.
*Kyrie
P: Lord have mercy upon us.
C: Lord have mercy upon us.
P: Christ have mercy upon us.
C: Christ have mercy upon us.
P: Lord have mercy upon us.
C: Lord have mercy upon us.
*Assurance of Pardon
P: Not once, nor twice, but over and over again we are forgiven and
given another chance. Our great need for mercy is not a sign of
weakness, rather it strengthens our witness for love. Such love
never gives up on us but seeks us from faraway places and
desperate situations. Let us receive this good news and be
always renewed by it for the journey ahead.
C: Thanks be to God.

*Canticle of Praise

(Please be seated)

Scriptures
(Scripture Verses are NSRV unless
otherwise stated)

Reading of the Psalms
Psalm 14
In Psalm 14, God is dismayed by human choices, but human sin will
not prevail. God will restore God’s people.
1Fools

say in their hearts, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, every
deed is vile; there is no one who does any good.
2The LORD looks down from heaven up on us all,
to see if there is anyone who is wise, who seeks after God.
3They have all proved faithless; all alike have turned bad;
there is none who does good; no, not one.
4Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers
who eat up my people like bread and do not call upon the LORD?
5See how they tremble with fear, because God is in the company of
the righteous.
6Your aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, but
the LORD is their refuge.
7Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion!
When the LORD restores the fortunes of the people, Jacob will rejoice
and Israel will be glad.
The Epistle Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because
they contain advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here
the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as
evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the
grace of God.
12I

am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even
though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of
violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I
received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might
display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who
would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.
Amen. C: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Lesson Luke 15:1-10
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the
lost being found and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to
find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery
brings joy in heaven.
*Gospel Acclamation

P: Listen to the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Christ.

1Now

all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to
listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats
with them.”
3So

he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost
until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls
together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.
8“Or

what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of
them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search
carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I
have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is
joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”
P: This is the good news.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
Prayer of the Day
P: God of Abraham and Sarah, grandfather and grandmother in the
faith God of all generations: we thank you today for those who are
grandparents and beloved elders.
We especially thank you for those who are grandparents to us —

those who are grandparents by blood relationships, and those
unrelated but older than we who generously share their love and
wisdom, their time and traditions so that we have roots, stories,
and hope.
We bless you for the gift of grandparents, and
we ask your blessing on them, that their days
may be filled with delight in their
grandchildren. May their giving and grace
toward younger generations bring fulfillment
to them and may they continue to be a
blessing to all they love and call
grandchildren, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
A Time for All God’s Children
Sermon
“Grandchildren are God’s way of compensating us for growing old.”
Mary H. Waldrip
BLESSING FOR GRANDPARENTS
P: God bless Grandmas and Grandpas by whatever name they are
known; bless Mee-Maws and Pee-Paws, Pop-Pops and Mom-moms,
Omas and Opas, Memmys and Pappys everywhere.
If it were not for our grandparents where would some of us be?
God bless you for the gifts of love and time and patience. God bless
you for the sacrifices made.
God bless you for helping your children raise us,
for teaching us your faith,
for praying for us,
for keeping a strong light shining in a world full of darkness.
Thank you God for grandparents everywhere!

A GRANDPARENT’S PRAYER
P: God of wonder and life, we bless you that from one generation to
another you hold us in a web of relationships.
C: We rejoice in our children's children. We rejoice in all
children you prompt us to call "grand."
P: We thank you for the delight of touch and love expressed.
We thank you for the uniqueness of all the fun and little of the
responsibility.
C: We thank you for songs to sing and Play Dough to shape, for
laughter at silly stories, for moments of recognition, for
hugs to give, for wisdom to share, and for knowing when we
must simply pray silently.
Lead us in forming faith with our grandchildren so that with
them and all your people we may be faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ. Amen.
Hymn of the Day My Lord, What a Morning all verses

Prayers of Intercession
P: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so
let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s good creation.
(Silence is kept)
LA: Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives.
Fill your church with faith and love, and give understanding hearts
to those who work to strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious
commitments. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
LA: Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack
of care. As the seasons change, renew in us the will to protect
plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that
all may share. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
LA: Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in
your mercy. Teach wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know
peace in our world, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts.
God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek
out those who are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling
with addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need especially...
God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices,
minds, and hearts. Build up the ministries of this community, that we
serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name. God of
grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us
thankful hearts for those who have been examples of faith in our
lives, and receive us with joy when we come to share eternal life with
you. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious
God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Hear us as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us…
*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
* Offertory Invitation
P: In our offering, we give not only our material gifts, but we
offer ourselves to God once again. Let us share from our vast
resources for God’s mission in the world.
(Please be seated)
Offertory Music:

*Doxology (Sung)
C: Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below:
Praise him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
P: Let us pray.
C: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our
needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us
ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, Amen.
* Blessing
P: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you
with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide
you always in faith, hope, and love.
C: Amen.
*Sending Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing. all verses

We carry the light of Christ into the world.

*Sung Benediction
C: God be with you till we meet again.
By his counsels’ guide uphold you,
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you,
God be with you till we meet again.
*Dismissal
LA: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude Allegro.

Arcangelo Corelli

The Ministers: All the People
Pastor: Rev. Candi Cain-Borgman (cell: 610-762-9391)
Music Director: David Beck
Sexton: Don Hinderliter
Church Secretary: Jenny Simmons (Office Hrs. Tue-Wed-Thu 8am-4pm)
Videographer & Claxton: Phil Horlacher
Worship Lay Assistant: Cindy Borger
Altar Guild: Debbie Wheeland
Usher: Janine Barnaby
ALTAR FLOWERS:
Given by Kathy Balliet in memory of her husband John Balliet.
Given by Evelyn Lichtenwalner in loving memory of her husband, Wilbur
Lichtenwalner and departed loved ones.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT:
Given by Betty Derhammer in honor of the five Derhammer brothers who
served in the armed forces.
BULLETIN:
Given by Ken & Carol Haines in memory of William Knight.
Given by Ken & Gail Ruth in memory of departed loved ones.
DEVOTIONALS:
Given by The Estate of Madlyn Haines in memory of departed loved ones.
YOUTH BULLETIN:
Given by Dave & Melissa Cope to the glory of God.
Given by Tom Hickey in remembrance of Irene Hickey.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
Please call the Church Office to Add or Remove a name from prayer list.
Joan Carter, David Juchnik, Dale Erdman, Ron Zorn, Ed Weil, Sue Phillips, Rod,
Kathleen, Jean Robertson , Christine Wagner, Amanda Brode, Richard Jones, Dick
Schelly, Megan, Emma, Terry Mace, Nancy Clauser, Dawn Fenstermacher, Kim
Bastian, Ed & Beverly Baumann, Linda Ellis, Scott, Debbie, Shirley McNabb, Michele,
Mary M., Amy Beck, Pauline Gaal, Jennifer, Al & Joan Plarr, Dale Erdman, Haisley
Grim, Ken Ruth, Betty Moyer, Gene & Joan, Tim Miller, Brylee, Howard & Nancy,
Nevin Weaver, Cassie Mace, Darlene Ochs, Cindy Fenstermacher, Barbara Klein,
Lorraine Weida, Anna Mae Derhammer, Julie Wheeland, Brooke Weber, Mabel
Heckler, Ardella Ehrhardt, Martha Gery, Members of our Recovery Groups,
The Mkilas Family, and the Safrit Family
If you’re in the Hospital please let them know your Church Code
203 ELCA or 404 UCC
or you can call the Church Office or Pastor Candi to let us know.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Tue Sep 13, 2022 7pm Consistory Mtg @ 006
7pm Council Mtg @ 100
8pm CAB Mtg @ Social Hall
Wed Sep 14, 2022 7pm Choir Practice @ Sanctuary
Thu Sep 15, 2022

6:30pm PPRC @ RM 103

Sat Sep 17, 2022

10:30am Decorate for Harvest Home

Sun Sep 18, 2022

9:30am Worship Service @ Sanctuary
Dedicate items collected for Harvest Home
Last day to order Ham & Cheese Sandwiches $3.50ea

Tue Sep 20, 2022

7pm Property Committee @ 100

Wed Sep 21, 2022 7pm Choir Practice @ Sanctuary
Sun Sep 25, 2022

9:30am Worship Service @ Sanctuary
Pick-up Ham & Cheese Sandwiches

Mon Sep 26, 2022 7pm Cedar Monday Night Book Club @ 100
Wed Sep 28, 2022 10:30am Cedar Morning Book Club @ Social Hall

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Joan Carter, David Juchnik , Dale Erdman,
Ron Zorn, Ed Weil, Sue Phillips, Rob, Kathleen,
Jean Robertson, Christine Wagner,
Amanda Brode, Richard Jones, Dick Schelly,
Megan, Emma, Terry Mace,
Nancy Clauser, Dawn Fenstermacher,
Kim Bastian, Ed & Beverly Baumann, Linda Ellis,
Scott, Debbie, Shirley McNabb, Michele, Mary M.,
Amy Beck, Pauline Gaal, Jennifer, Al & Joan
Plarr, Dale Erdman, Haisley Grim, Ken Ruth,
Betty Moyer, Gene & Joan, Tim Miller, Brylee,
Howard & Nancy, Nevin Weaver, Cassie Mace,
Darlene Ochs, Cindy Fenstermacher,
Barbara Klein, Lorraine Weida,
Anna Mae Derhammer, Julie Wheeland,
Brooke Weber, Mabel Heckler, Ardella Ehrhardt,
Martha Gery, Members of our Recovery Groups,
The Mkilas Family and the Safrit Family

