
January 29th  2023 

9:30 am Worship Service 

The Fourth Sunday after Ephiphany   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CEDAR CHURCH 
A Union Church since 1855 
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   Email: cedarchurch@ptd.net 
www.cedarunionchurch.com 

 

Our Mission 
Cedar Church extends a hand of welcome to all of God’s children 

seeking a place of worship among persons dedicated  
to the love of Christ and his teachings. 

 

mailto:cedarchurch@ptd.net


 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

Before The Service  
A selection of traditional & contemporary sacred music arrangements played on the piano 

 

Prelude Voluntary in D Major- Adagio   Jonas Blewitt 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Greeting  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things 

 new, whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn Rejoice in God's Saints   all verses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*Call to Worship 
P: Blessed are the poor in spirit, the downtrodden and despairing, 
C: They will rejoice in God’s reign forever. 

P: Blessed are those who mourn, who are grieving, 
C: They will be comforted in God’s reign forever. 
P: Blessed are the ones who seek justice and righteousness, 
C: They will find it in God’s reign forever. 
P: Blessed are we when we love our neighbors and seek their needs, 
C: We will live in God’s reign forever. 
P: Blessed are we all when we seek to serve others in God’s name. 
C: Let us worship together, serving one another 
    and serving our Mighty God. Amen. 
 
*Introduction 
LA: Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those 

who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For 
Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the 
cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the 
pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those 
who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed 
identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and 
serving. 

 
*Opening Prayer 
LA: Let us pray. 
C:  Open to your Spirit and alive to Jesus the Christ, who was,    
      who is, and who comes, we gather in thanksgiving, O God. 
      We offer you our adoration, our acclaim, and our very lives  
      as we sing.  Amen. 
 
*Invitation to Confession 
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayer of Confession 
 
P: Holy God, 
C:  we do not deserve to be in your dwelling place. 
    We have not led a blameless life. 
    We have not done what is right in your sight  
    or spoken the truth that you have sealed in our hearts. 
    We have done evil to both those we love  
    and to those we refuse to love as we should. 
    We have not been faithful stewards of that which we have  
    been blessed and have hoarded that which should be shared 
    with the least of these. 
    Hear our cry, God of our hope, 
    as we confess that which weighs us down… 
 
P: Redeeming God, 
C: save us from our foolishness and guide us to your wisdom. 
    Gather us in your righteousness and redemption. 
    Forgive us for we are seeking your light and your salvation. 
    Cleanse us of our brokenness that we might do justice, 
    love kindness, and walk humbly with you.  Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

*Kyrie  
P: Lord have mercy upon us. 
C: Lord have mercy upon us. 
P: Christ have mercy upon us. 
C: Christ have mercy upon us. 
P: Lord have mercy upon us. 
C: Lord have mercy upon us. 
 
*Assurance of Pardon   
P: Because we are not worthy to enter God’s dwelling, 
    God came to dwell with us through the body and being of God’s 

Son, Jesus Christ.  Christ came to be with us, amongst us, and for 
us.  

    Hear the good news of the Gospel:  
    in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Alleluia!  Amen!    
 C: Thanks be to God.  Amen. 



*Canticle of Praise 

 
 

 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
 

Scriptures (Scripture Verses are NSRV unless otherwise stated) 

 

 The Old Testament Reading: Micah 6:1-8 
 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God 
brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long 
history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices 
to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to 
do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s 
service. 
 
 
 



 

 

1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your 
case before the mountains, and let the hills 
hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the 
controversy of the LORD, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a 
controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel. 
 
 

 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied 
you? Answer me! 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,  
and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.5O my people, remember now what King 
Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the 
saving acts of the LORD.” 
 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before 
God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with 
calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of 
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn 
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 
the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
 
 

Reading of the Psalms    Psalm 15, The Voice 

 
A recurring theme in the psalms is 
the dwelling place of God and its 
importance in worship. This 
Davidic psalm considers the moral 
qualities of the person who wishes 
to approach God. 



1 Eternal One, who is invited to stay in Your dwelling? 
    Who is granted passage to Your holy mountain? 
2 Here is the answer: The one who lives with integrity,  
   does what is right, and speaks honestly with truth  
   from the heart. 
3 The one who doesn’t speak evil against others or wrong his  
    neighbor, or slander his friends. 
4 The one who loathes the loathsome, 
    honors those who fear the Eternal, 
    And keeps all promises no matter the cost. 
5 The one who does not lend money with gain in mind 
    and cannot be bought to harm an innocent name. 
 
    If you live this way, you will not be shaken and will live together    
     with the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Lesson Matthew 5:1-12 

There on the mountain Jesus teaches them all. And as He is 
teaching, crowds gather around and overhear His teachings, listen 
in, and are captivated. This, the Sermon on the Mount, is the first of 
the five sermons in the style of Moses in Matthew. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
P: Listen to the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



1-2 When Jesus saw his ministry drawing 
huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. Those 
who were apprenticed to him, the 
committed, climbed with him. Arriving at a 
quiet place, he sat down and taught his 
climbing companions. This is what he said: 
 
3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of 
your rope. With less of you there is more of 
God and his rule. 

 
4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to 

you. Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to 
you. 

 
5 “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no 

more, no less. That’s the moment you find yourselves proud 
owners of everything that can’t be bought. 

 
6 “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. 

He’s food and drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat. 
 
7 “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ 

you find yourselves cared for. 
 
8 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and 

heart—put right. Then you can see God in the outside world. 
 
9 “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate 

instead of compete or fight. That’s when you discover who you 
really are, and your place in God’s family. 

 
10 “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes 

persecution. The persecution drives you even deeper into God’s 
kingdom. 



 

11-12 “Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people 
put you down or throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit 
me. What it means is that the truth is too close for comfort and they 
are uncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—give a 
cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, I do! And all heaven 
applauds. And know that you are in good company. My prophets 
and witnesses have always gotten into this kind of trouble. 
 
P: This is the good news. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P: God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after 

us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of 
goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our brother and Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
A Time for All God’s Children  
 
 
Sermon  
“The Beatitudes are deliberately designed to shock us. If we’re not 

shocked by the Beatitudes, it’s only because we have tamed them 
with a patronizing sentimentality – and being sentimental about 
Jesus is the religious way of ignoring Jesus! Too often the 
Beatitudes are set aside into the category of “nice things that 
Jesus said that I don’t really understand.” 

 Brian Zahnd 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day Be Thou My Vision   all verses 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, 

 and all in need. 
 

(Silence is kept) 
 

LA: Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, 
 teach us to boast only in the cross. Shape your church to be 
 people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 



LA: The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; 
 the mountains and hills echo with your holiness. When we 
 mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire 
 us with reverent awe to honor all you have made.  
         Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
LA: You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable 
 leaders who seek justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. 
 Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. 
 Prosper the work of peacemakers. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are 
 regarded as foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal your 
 power and presence at work where it is least expected. Give 
 your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need especially those 
 on our prayer list and those known only unto you.   
        Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving 
 acts. Remind us how your faithfulness brought us through 
 difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish 
 the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. 
 Trusting you accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and 
 in every trial, we trust you abide with your people always. 
 Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 
 wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
 

 
 Hear us as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us… 

 



*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

 
 * Offertory Invitation 
 
 

P: We have been called to lives of justice, love, and 
truth. We have been blessed to be a blessing. Let us 
generously offer all that we are and all that we have 
to further this beloved community of love, justice, 
truth, and blessing. 
   

 
Offertory Anthem: The Lord Now Sends Us Forth 
        - Anonymous 
 

 
 
*Doxology (Sung) 
  C: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
     Praise him all creatures here below: 
    Praise him above ye heavenly host; 
     Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



*Prayer of Dedication 
P: Let us pray. 
C: O God, 
    you bless us in so many areas of our lives— 
    in places we often fail to recognize as blessing. 
    Help us have eyes to see and hearts to understand 
    the depth of your love and blessing. 
    Today, we give out of that blessedness, 
    dedicating ourselves to lives of justice and love, 

    giving all that we are and all that we have 
    to bring about your beloved community, 
    here and now. Amen. 
 
 

* Blessing 
P: May the holy wisdom of God 
   Guard your ways and guide your paths 
   May the living truth of God 
   Enlighten your hearts and open your minds 
   And may the living Spirit of God 
   Give you life, and life to the full!  Amen!  
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Sending Hymn Lord, You Give the Great Commission all verses

 
 
 

We carry the light of Christ into the world. 
 

 
 



*Sung Benediction 
C: God be with you till we meet again. 
     By his counsels’ guide uphold you, 
     Keep love’s banner floating o’er you,        
  God be with you till we meet again.     
 
 
*Dismissal 
LA: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Postlude Voluntary in D Major- Moderato Jonas Blewitt 
 
 
 The Ministers: All the People            

 Pastor: Rev. Candi Cain-Borgman (cell: 610-762-9391)  

 Music Director: David Beck  

 Sexton: Don Hinderliter 

 Church Secretary: Jenny Simmons (Office Hrs. Tue-Wed-Thu 8am-4pm)  

 Videographer & Claxton: Phil Horlacher 

 Worship Lay Assistant: Cindy Borger 

 Altar Guild: Debbie Wheeland 

 Usher: Carol Haines 

 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS: 

Given by Mr. William Dorney in loving memory of departed loved ones. 
Given by Janice & Pete Urban in memory of departed loved ones. 
BULLETIN: 

Given by Dale and Nancy Clauser in memory of departed loved ones. 
Given by Ray Fenstermacher in memory of departed loved ones. 
DEVOTIONALS:   

Given by The Estate of Madlyn Haines in memory of departed loved ones. 
YOUTH BULLETIN: 

Given by Cindy Borger in memory of departed loved ones  
 

 

 
 

 
 



PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
Please call the Church Office to Add or Remove a name from prayer list. 

June Knecht, Bev & Richard, Gary Shellhammer, Susan Pursell, Tom Bartman,  
 Denise Thomas, Joan Carter, Dale Erdman, Ron Zorn, Rod, Kathleen, 

  Jean Robertson, Christine Wagner,  Amanda Brode, Dick Schelly, Megan, 
Terry Mace,  Nancy Clauser, Dawn Fenstermacher, Kim Bastian, 

 Beverly Baumann, Linda Ellis, Scott, Debbie, Shirley McNabb, Pauline Gaal, 

 Al & Joan Plarr, Haisley Grim, Gene & Joan, Howard & Nancy, 
 Nevin Weaver, Cassie Mace, Darlene Ochs, Cindy Fenstermacher, 

 Barbara Klein, Lorraine Weida, Anna Mae Derhammer, Brooke Weber,  

Mabel Heckler, Ardella Ehrhardt, Members of our Recovery Groups,  
the Safrit family, the family of Edward Sieger Jr. ,  

the family of Geraldine Bower, the family of Martha Gery 
and the family of Alvin C. Thompson, Jr. 

If you’re in the Hospital please let them know your Church Code  

203 ELCA or 404 UCC 
 or you can call the Church Office or Pastor Candi to let us know. 

 
 
 

Church Calendar  
Jan 29   9:30am Sunday Worship Service   (sanctuary) 
Feb 01   7:00pm Choir Practice     (sanctuary) 

Feb 05   9:30am Sunday Worship Service   (sanctuary)  
Feb 05   7:00pm Worship and Music    (rm 100) 

Feb 05   7:00pm Choir Practice     (sanctuary)  
Feb 12   9:30am Sunday Worship Service    (sanctuary) 
        10:30am Church Social     (social hall) 

  SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY $6.00 per quart 
Feb 14   7:00pm C.A.B. Meeting     (rm 100)  
Feb 15   7:00pm Choir Practice     (sanctuary) 

Feb 19   9:30am Sunday Worship Service   (sanctuary) 
Feb 22   7:00am to 9:00am Drive thru Ashes  (parking lot) 

       10:30am Book Club     (social hall) 
       12:00pm Ash Wed Noon Service    (sanctuary) 
         7:00pm Ash Wed Evening Service   (sanctuary) 

Feb 26   9:30am Sunday Worship Service   (sanctuary) 
Feb 27   7:00pm Book Club     (rm100) 

Mar 01  6:00pm Lenten Soup/ Salad Bible Study (social hall)  
         7:15pm Choir Practice  
 

 
 
 

 
 



PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

June Knecht, Bev & Richard, Gary Shellhammer,  

Susan Pursell, Tom Bartman,  Denise Thomas, Joan 

Carter, Dale Erdman, Ron Zorn, Rod, Kathleen,   

Jean Robertson, Christine Wagner,  Amanda Brode,  

Dick Schelly, Megan, Terry Mace,  Nancy Clauser, 

 Dawn Fenstermacher, Kim Bastian, Beverly Baumann, 

Linda Ellis, Scott, Debbie, Shirley McNabb, Pauline Gaal, 

Al & Joan Plarr, Haisley Grim, Gene & Joan, 

 Howard & Nancy, Nevin Weaver, Cassie Mace,  

Darlene Ochs, Cindy Fenstermacher, Barbara Klein, 

Lorraine Weida, Anna Mae Derhammer, Brooke Weber, 

 Mabel Heckler, Ardella Ehrhardt,  

Members of our Recovery Groups,  

the Safrit family, the family of Edward Sieger Jr. ,  

the family of Geraldine Bower, the family of Martha Gery 

and the family of Alvin C. Thompson, Jr.  


